Life and Letters

treated as 'classics in all text-books, whilst
Marryat usually has to be contented with a
paragraph or a mere " mention " in a list.
Is it because his books interest boys and are
therefore supposed to be fit for no one else ?
Perhaps he would be taken a little more
seriously in this age of propaganda if the fact
were recalled that he consciously (though not
excessively) worked with a purpose. He
desired not only to write amusing and exciting
books, but to expose the brutalities and
injustices of the Old Navy; and, just as the
effects of Mr. Galsworthy's Justice were, by
ministerial admission, immediately evident
in prison legislation, so Marryat's The King^s
Own led to changes in naval administration
as the Admiralty frankly acknowledged.
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